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INTRODUCTION

Hans Conrad NA&af, of Switzerland. John Sr. and his siblings wer

generation of the family to be born in the New World. The desc

of Hans Conrad N&f must now number in the tens of thousands,
over the United States, and surely in other countries as well.

Once in America, the spelling of the family s surname changed
and sometimes Neff or Naff.

The story of the Nave family is very much an American story. Ii
from Europe, Hans Conrad and his wife Anna came to the British Am:¢
colonies to start a new and better life in an untamed frontier. Lured
fertile land and freedom from persecution, they and relatives embarl
long voyage by land and sea for their new home. Their descendants
that tradition, continually moving westward as the frontier became ¢

They blazed trails, helped build small settlements into towns a
and continually tried to make a better life for their children.

Through my maternal grandmother, Agnes Belle (Nave) Cordy, |
great, great, great, great, great-grandson of Hans Conrad N&af. This |
concentrates on Nave families that settled in North Carolina and Ter
followed by generations primarily in Missouri and Montana.

This book is by no means complete, and it s doubtful that all d
of John Nave Sr. will ever be found at any one time to make the boo
complete. The surname Naf may have first startedi"to be used in th
century as Nevo or Neffe, which could mean nephew and may be rela
the French word for megp/teseaws,The name probably began as a
nickname and became a family name by thé' erdtafythe fihe
Swiss towns of Rengg and Kappel am Albis. That N&af family line may
be related to the Nafs found in Toggenberg and Appenzell. The origi
families in Switzerland probably began in the hamlet of Rengg in the
mountain range in what is now the parish of Langnau. The earliest fc
record of a family member is from a parchment folio in the Canton Z
Archives dated 1340. An Ulrich Neve, on June 20, 1340, was a witne
of a house owned by Joérije von Uerslikon near the Cloister of Kappe!

A Ruedi N&af, of Rengg, received his citizenship on Jan. 2, 1386
to the Citizen Record Book of Zurich. Hans N&af, of Rengg, with five
received his citizenship on Jan. 9, 1386. The admissions to citizens|
likely in gratitude for their entering the military. The battle of Semp
place on July 9, 1386, and the engagement gave the Swiss their inde
from Leopold IlIl, Duke of Austria.

This book chronicles the ancestry and legacy of John Nave Sr.,



SWITZERLAND

grandfather came from Canton Zurich, first from the town of Buc

in Stallikon Parish, and then relocating to Obermettmenstetten,

Oberemback Parish, and finally to Wallisellen, in the parish of t
name, at the end of the 1600s.

The Swiss Confederation came into being Aug. 1, 1291, when th
of Schwyn, Uri and Unterwald drew up a pact of mutual aid. During t|
century they were joined in various treaties and pacts by the canton:
Glarus, Zug and Berne. Fribourg and Soleure were added in 1481, fo
Basel and Shaffhausen in 1501. Appenzell joined in 1513. The states
together for self-rule and to protect themselves from the Hapsburg E

In the Swabian War in 1499, Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian |
to force the confederation to adhere to his rule, but lost battles nea
Swiss. The confederation was eventually granted self-government by
the Peace of Minster-Westphalia in 1648.

The NA&af family from Switzerland that eventually settled in Penn
and Tennessee belonged to the Swiss Reformed Church, a radical m¢
the Reformation of"theentllbry.

The Swiss Reformation had its origins in the work of humanists
of Martin Luther (1483-1546) gave impetus to a movement that had a

I_ans Conrad Naf and his ancestors as far back as his great, grea

started, according to Gilliard. The chief Swiss reformers especially
(Ulrich) Zwingli (1484-1531), of Zurich, who is the most celebrated
the humanists, according to Gilliard. Their work was inspired mainly

the scriptures in the original language and by a desire to return to t
of the early church. Zwingli and his congregation eventually conclud
forms of worship, the disciples and even the dogmas of the church w
man s handiwork and should be renounced by every Christian who wi
be a faithful disciple of Christ as the gospels revealed Him. Mainly
Zwingli and his disciples, Canton Zurich became the first state to re
allegiance to Rome, in 1520.

Within only 50 years almost 40 percent of the inhabitants of Eu
observed a Reformed theology, according to Gilliard. Although man
Swiss Confederation embraced the new faith, it did not take over the
country. The cantons of Zurich, Berne, Basel and Shaffhausen were
predominantly Protestant, and included Anabaptists; the cantons of |
Unterwald, Lucerne, Zug, Fribourg and Soleure remained mostly Catt
Protestantism and Catholicism co-existed in Glarus and Appenzell, a
Appenzell was eventually divided into two cantons because of religic
than once the Swiss confederation was threatened with civil war bec
religious differences. Jacob Kaiser (or Schlosser), a Zurich minister
while on a preaching expedition in Canton Schwyz. He was publicly &
the stake in the town of Schwyz in May 1529. His martyrdom was a b
signal of a general persecution, and war between the Catholics and |
seemed inevitable.



Zurich sent 4,000 soldiers to Kappel, a village with a Cistercia
The town is in Canton Zurich on its border with Canton Zug. Zurich d
on June 9, 1529. In response, troops were sent from the towns of Zu
Kappel. Catholic guards advanced June 10, but were taken prisoner |
Zurich soldiers. The troops of Zurich sent the Catholics back to thei
and clothed.

Later, Catholics placed large buckets of milk on the dividing lir
asked for loaves of bread from the Protestants in exchange. Both pa
enjoyed a common meal of bread and milk soup on the dividing line.
many of the men from both sides knew one another and had fought s
side on foreign battlefields. This First Battle of Kappel became know
Soup War. A peace treaty was arranged June 25, 1529, but the peac
short lived.

The Second Battle of Kappel took place in 1531. On Oct. 11, 15
was mortally wounded in battle at Kappel, and he is said to have utt
famous declaration: Was tut s? Den Leib Konnen sie toten, aber nic
Seele ( What does it matter? They can kill the body, but not the sou
same day that Zwingli was killed, an Adam NAaf is said to have heroi
the banner of Zurich on the battlefield.

Because of the differing religious faiths, Switzerland was offici
battles between France and Germany, and Switzerland s continued n
most European conflicts can be traced from this time.

»~

An etching of the city of Zurich from 1642

From various records, the Naf/Neff/Nave family members who
immigrated to America and arrived in Philadelphia in the 1700s are t



some certainty to Hans N&f and his wife Barbara '‘Wéemtauryn the late
The Swiss ancestry, according to Murray and Neff, is as follows:

Han&dafwas baptized June 11, 1598, at Buchenegg, Stallikon Par
Switzerland. He married Barbel Wismer about 1600. Hans died in Ste
on Aug. 29, 1667. Their children included:

I. Hans, baptized Sept. 20, 1620, in Buchenegg. About 1643, he mar
Vollenweider (baptized Jan. 12, 1617), daughter of Caspar Vollen\
descendant of Hans and Anna Elisa Bertha N&af, widow of Kaspar
born in Buchenegg on Feb. 20, 1874 arrived in the United States
1903, aboard the S.S. Southwark, with her son Jakob, and settled
City, Utah.

Il.Jagli (Jakob), of whom presently.

IlNlHans Caspar, born 1624 in Buchenegg.

IVAnna, baptized June 2, 1628, in Buchenegg.

V.Froneg (or Veronica), baptized May 19, 1631, in Buchenegg. She n
Rudi Glattli.

VIiHans Jagli, born about 1632 in Buchenegg. He may have married \
Joppin. Hans Jagli died in 1700 and was buried Jan. 21, 1700.
VIHans Caspar, baptized Dec. 7, 1634, in Buchenegg. He married An

VIIMerna, born about 1637 in Buchenegg.

IXMaria, baptized Nov. 18, 1638, in Buchenegg. She married Jagli W

X.Elsbeth, baptized about 1641.

Xl Barbeli, baptized about 1644.

XIl1Anna, baptized Oct. 4, 1646.

XIIHeini, baptized about 1648.

Jagli (Jakob)vMAafBuchenegg was born about 1612 in Buchenegg,
and before 1637 married Verena Vollenweider. A daughter of Caspar
Margaretha (Toggwiler) Vollenweider, she was baptized April 16, 161
Stallikon Parish. Jagli is recorded as living in Untere Au in 1653. L&
wife are recorded as being a married couple of the farm Obermettm:
in the Parish Oberembrach. Jagli died May 26, 1674, at Obermettme
Verena died May 4, 1695, at the same location. They had four childr
I. Hans Jagli, baptized Feb. 24, 1639, in Stallikon. He married Barb
April 22, 1662 in Embrach.

Il.Heinrich, baptized Dec. 4, 1642, in Stallikon. He married Veronik
April 28, 1667, in Kloten. Heinrich died May 23, 1679, at Obermef

Il1Jagli, baptized June 3, 1650, in Stallikon. He married Anna Stehl
1683, in Kloten. He died Aug. 6, 1714, in Wallisellan. Descendan!
and Anna NA&af later immigrated to America, and arrived in Philade
the ship Francis & Elizabeth on Aug. 30, 1743.

IVHans Marti, of whom presently.

HanMartNadfwas baptized Jan. 9, 1653, in Stallikon Parish. He w:
in Wallisellen with his brother Hans Jagli Naf in 1670, and in 1671 w



Obermettmenstetten. In 1678 and 1686 he is recorded living in Walli

He married Anna Haller von Wallisellen on April 23, 1678, in Kloten.

was buried Feb. 5, 1686, in Kloten. He and his wife had five childrer

I. Rudolph, baptized May 25, 1679, in Wallisellen. He married Barba
March 8, 1701, in Wallisellen. Barbara died in Wallisellen on Jan.
Rudolph died two years later either in Switzerland or at sea on hi:
America. They had a son
A.Hans N&af, baptized Feb. 9, 1710, in Wallisellen, married Susant

She was baptized Oct. 29, 1713, in Wallisellen. Hans and Susar
Naf arrived in Philadelphia on the ship Francis & Elizabeth in 1
died about 1767 in Frederick County, Md.

Il.Hans Konrad, baptized July 4, 1680, in Wallisellen. With his third
Barbara Deppeler, and four children, he immigrated to America, ar
Philadelphia in 1735 on the ship Mercury.

IlTHans Martin, baptized July 10, 1681, in Wallisellen. He died Marc
Wallisellen.

IVMagdelena, baptized Nov. 11, 1683 in Wallisellen. She died March
in Wallisellen.

V.Ulrich, of whom presently.

Ulricdhafwas baptized Nov. 11, 1683, in Wallisellen. He married,
Anna Mauer, of Wallisellen, on May 7, 1705, in Wallisellen. She diet
with no apparent issue. Ulrich married, second, Elisabeth Altorfer or
She was born about 1676 in Kloten. Elisabeth died Jan. 22, 1721, an
March 20, 1721, both at Wallisellen. They had a son:

I. Hans Conrad, of whom presently.

Hans Conrad wWad baptized April 30, 1713, in Wallisellen. He wa:
yet 8 years old when both his parents died. His uncle, Hans Konrad,
raised him. It is believed that Hans Conrad married his decond cous

Reasons behind members of the Naf family members leaving the
longtime Swiss homeland for the New World are unclear. But deducti
made considering the political and religious strife in Switzerland at
the news that was coming to Europe regarding America.

The number of Swiss who immigrated to the United States betwe
and 1800 has been estimated at 20,000. In the 1720s and 1730s, ad\
by a Frenchman named Jean Pierre Purry appeared in Switzerland to
planned formation of a colony in Carolina, according to William A.
The colony, called Purysburg, was planned up the Savannah River fr

! The marriage between Hans Conrad and Anna is not proven. A record in N
Hans Conrad married Katherine Isler on Oct. 28, 1734. However, several fa
this is a mistake and that he actually married Anna, his cousin. A Catherir
passengers of the Mercury, but she is listed as being 34 years old and Han
early to mid 20s. Another record of the marriage shows that he married an
stood for her maiden name or her new married name is uncertain. Nave anc
may have married Anna Ott, a single woman who was also aboard the Merclt



of Savannah, which was on the border of South Carolina and Georgia
began his plans at the urging of Lord Oglethorpe, governor of Georg
Oglethorpe feared that the Spanish would invade his colony from Flo
he hoped to enlarge the Protestant population as defense. The news
and description of Carolina as some kind of Eden led many Swiss to
emigrating. This caused concern among Swiss officials, and in Novel
the Zurich Counsel forbid people to travel to Carolina and prohibitec
property by those wishing to emigrate. Punishment was ordered for &
enticed people to leave the country. The N&fs managed to avoid pers
by emigrating a month before the Zurich Council made its ruling.

Records in the Zurich Archives list a Swiss group leaving Paris
for Carolina on Oct. 5, 1734. Carolina was a common term used b
emigrants for the American colonies. The British colony of Carolina
into north and south divisions until 1713, which may be the reason i
being considered one colony by foreigners only 20 years later.

The list of the group members included 12 NA&afs, given in family
the dates that they were baptized. The Nafs who took this trip to Am
consisted of Hans Konrad Naf, baptized June 11, 1680; his third wife
Deppeler, baptized May 2, 1686; and four children, two of whom wer:
Hans Konrad Naf s second marriage and one of whom was married. A
voyage was Hans Conrad NA&af, baptized April 30, 1713, who was the ¢
Naf, a deceased brother of Hans Konrad N&f. In addition, the group i
Jacob and Elisabeth (Kuhn) N&af with their daughters Anna and Elisat
was a cousin of Hans Konrad N&f, and both Jacob and his wife Elisat
sea during the voyage to America.

The Rev. Maurice Goetschy led the group, according to Strasshb
party journeyed from Zurich northward until it reached the Rhine at I
On Oct. 5, the party took a boat to Rheinfelden and eventually made
After a couple of days, the members of the party took ships down the
continued onto Rotterdam. The trip was long and arduous, and the p:
a few times along the way. They were delayed at Mayence for four d
because of a disagreement over fare costs with the boat captains.

When they reached Neuweid, four couples were married by a Re
minister. They were listed as:

Hans Conrad Wirtz and Anna Goetschy.

Conrad Naff, of Walliselen, and Anna N.--

Jacob Rathgab and Barbara Mailer, both of Walliselen
Conrad Geweiller, a gardener.

Qx O Ox O

From Neuwied the members of the party continued down the Rhi
they reached Culenborg in Holland, according to Strassburger. There
compelled to stop four days because of a strong contrary wind, but f
another ship to Rotterdam. However, upon reaching Rotterdam, they
discovered that no ship was waiting to take them to America. Broke
permanent place to live, many became sick and two people died.



Rev. Goetschy met with a Mr. von Felss in The Hague and throu
received an offer to come to Pennsylvania as general superintendent
Reformed churches in the colony. When Goetschy had received from
the assurance of his appointment as minister to Pennsylvania, he re:
Rotterdam and told his party of emigrants about his changed plans.
them readily decided to join him and change their destination from C
Pennsylvania. At this point, the party consisted of 143 persons, who
names for passage to Philadelphia. They agreed with a Mr. Schiffpat
of a ship, to pay six doubloons for an adult and three for a child. Ot
this company, and the ship Mercury left Rotterdam with 186 passeng
including 61 men, 51 women, 37 boys and 34 girls. Ships from contit
bound for England s North American colonies were required to first \
English port to register their cargo before crossing the Atlantic. The
made its required stop at Cowes, England. Like most trans-Atlantic \
those days, the trip on the Mercury was long, dangerous and unplea:

On July 21, 1735, John Henry Goetschy, then 17, wrote in a lett
Werdmiller, deacon at St. Peter's church in Zurich:

After we had left Holland and surrendered ourselves to the wil
tempestuous ocean, its waves and its changeable winds, we reached
God s great goodness toward us, England. After a lapse of two days
to the Isle of Wight, and there to a little town named Cowes, where |
supplied himself with provisions for the great ocean trip. We secure
for the trip and then with a good East wind we sailed away from ther
day and a night with the good wind we were buffeted with a terrible
the awful raging waves as we came into the Spanish and Portuguese

For 12 weeks we were subjected to these miseries and had to
kinds of bad and dangerous storms and terrors of death. With these
subjected to all kinds of bad diseases. The food was bad for we had
they called galley bread. We had to drink stinking muddy water, fu
(The poor diet led to a multitude of health problems, including scurv
caused their teeth to loosen and often fall out. All on board were in
lice and fleas brought along by the rats in the hold. As many as 40 |
the people died on these three-month long trips, so the immigrant s|
called coffin)ships

We had an evil tyrant and rascal for a captain and first mate,
regarded the sick as nothing more than dogs. If one said | have to
something for a sick man, He replied Get away from here or I'll thr
overboard. What do | care about your sick devil? In short, misfortur
everywhere upon the sea, we alone fared better. This has been the e
of all who have come to this land and even if a king were to travel t
would behave no better.

After being in this misery sufficiently long God, The Lord, brol
and showed us the land, which caused great joy among us. But three
passed, the wind being contrary, before we could enter into the right
Finally a good south wind came and brought us in one day through tt



and beautiful Delaware River which is a little larger than the Rhine,
as wild as the Rhine.

(Original OCR scan and editing by James E. Rothgeb

The list of Swiss who arrived in Philadelphia on the ship Mercu
William Wilson, includes adults Jacob N&af, age 39; Conrad Naf, age
Naf, 52; Jacob Naf, age 24; Anna N&f, age 19; and another Anna N&f
and children Elizabeth Naf, age 4; Hans Jacob NA&af, age 9; and Jacob
7.

On the ship s passenger list their last name is spelled N&af. Wh
arrived at the Philadelphia courthouse and qualified, the clerks mak
name entries used the spellings Naff and Naffe.

Note: For more about the Naf family s journey to America, see Appet
























































































































































































































































































































































































































