National Society Daughters of the Union 1861 – 1865

Henry S. Jenks Chapter

28 January 2012

Comfort Suites, Grand Rapids Michigan
Meeting was called to order by the Regent at 10:05 a.m. 

Members present:  Regent P. DeHaan; Vice Regent K. Howard; Treasurer L. Farrand; Registrar J. Hull; Recording Secretary pro tem H. Werner and P. Arnsman.  There was a quorum present.  Special guests were NSDU President General E. Stortz and Recording Secretary General J. Quinn.

Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America was said in unison.

The Opening Prayer was read by the Regent in the absence of chapter chaplain.

Opening ceremony was conducted with J. Quinn reading the Principles of the Society and J. Hull reading Objects of the Society. 

Members introduced themselves to President General E. Stortz and Recording Secretary General J. Quinn.
A get well card was passed for signatures and will be mailed to member S. Schepers.

Minutes from meeting of 22 October 2011 were approved and filed.

Correspondence:  Regent DeHaan reviewed letters she has received since the October meeting:

1. Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate, TN has received our Chapter 10th Birthday donation of $250.00, which has been designated toward production of a Civil War National Heritage DVD for classroom use – subject:  Cumberland Mountains and their roll during the Civil War.
2. Alma College provided the annual scholarship report for Emily C. VanDyke Memorial Endowed Scholarship.  Total gifts to date are $7,992.00.  This year’s recipient is A. Mrozinski, graduate of 2013.

3. Grand Rapids Home for Veterans acknowledged chapter donation of socks and Christmas cards, valued at $12.00.

4. D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans, Marquette, MI acknowledged chapter gift of $60.00 to their member’s Recreation Fund.

Regent’s Report:  Regent DeHaan reports that since the last meeting of this chapter, an article was submitted for the Banner; she booked and made arrangements for today’s meeting; made the gift for President General; contacted N. Scribner about Henry S. Jenks marker; worked with L. Haney on chapter bylaws; contacted the President General for a fund raising table at Congress and prepared agenda for this meeting.
Vice Regent: K. Howard – submitted that she had nothing additional to report
Treasurer report:  L. Farrand reported the chapter is in good financial status.  Her report covered 1 October 2011 – 31 December 2011.  Report on file for audit.

Chapter Registrar: J. Hull reported current chapter membership is 26 adult members, two of which are Life members, one junior member.  There is one adult pending member plus two prospective members.  Today Chapter Registrar J. Hull obligated two new members into the Society:  G. DeHaan and one Junior member:  R. Weber.  President General E. Stortz presented NSDU membership certificates to each.  Photos were taken and new member packets of material were given to each.
Historian report: was read by J. Hull – chapter scrapbooks are current and up to date.

No written reports received from Chaplain, Recording Secretary or Corresponding Secretary.  
Reports of Standing Committees and Fundraisers:
Bylaws -  Regent DeHaan stated that we still are in need of a chapter Bylaw chairman. 

Grave Marking -  no additional report 

Publicity  -  no additional report

Directory – chairman J. Hull stated that new chapter directories will be distributed in April.  All updates or changes should 
be submitted to her by March 1.

Web page – chairman J. Hull is waiting for direction from National with their guidelines.  Chapter web page is up to date 
and current.  This is our main source of communication with members.

Membership – chairman Hull has had one contact since the last chapter meeting.  Prospective member application has 
been typed and mailed.
Unfinished Business: 
Henry S. Jenks marker – family has the broken marker and we are investigating how to reattach the marker to the stone.
Quilt Raffle – tickets are always available.  Members encouraged to sell 10 tickets - $5 each or 3 for $10.  Winning ticket 
will be drawn in Michigan this July and winner will be announced at 2012 Congress in Gettysburg, PA
Lock In – new member P. Arnsman was recruited at last lock in.  Hastings Library in Barry County has a genealogy 
section.  J. Hull will check about hosting next lock in at the library on 9 May 2012.

Rebecca Richmond marker – possibility of placing a marker on her grave.  No further contact.
Mrs. Lucia Johnson marker – Discussion about this marking.  Mrs. Johnson was member of ‘Union Benevolent 
Association’ in Grand Rapids, MI and literally gave her life for the Cause.  She died from pneumonia while treating 
wounded soldiers in the war hospital located near site of Central High School on Fountain Street – Prospect Hill.  
She is buried in Oakhill Cemetery, block 7, lot 103, space 4.  The cemetery will be checked to see if she has a 
marker.
New Business:

LMU donations in the past have been $25 annually.  It was moved and seconded that $50 donation for this next year.

Brigadier General Eli Huston Murray chapter in Owensboro, KY is chartering on 31 March 2012.  Chapter will give $25.
Vote on new chapter officers and they will take office after NSDU Congress in July 2012:

Vice Regent – H. Werner


Corresponding Secretary – M. Rose


Registrar – J. Hull



All were elected by acclamation and will serve 3 year term 2012 – 2015.

Ancestor Book is available for $40.  It was moved and seconded the chapter purchase 2 books and donate them - one to 
Grand Rapids Public Library and the other to State Library of Michigan in Lansing.

Sesquicentennial and State events – a national timeline was read by Regent DeHaan.  State of Michigan celebrated its 

176th birthday on 26 January 2012.  See the exhibit at Michigan History Museum – Plowshares into Swords.  Check the website - SeekingMichigan.org for other offerings.

PROGRAM:  ‘They Fought Like Demons, Women of the Civil War’ presented by President General E. Stortz
After the program, Regent DeHaan presented Mrs. Stortz with a beautiful quilted ‘Generals of the Potomac’ wall hanging, a gift from the chapter.   The wall hanging featured General Ulysses S. Grant, who just happened to be a distant cousin of PG Stortz.

Announcements:

Next chapter meeting will be held 28 April 2012 in Portage at member L. Farrand’s home.
Fundraising ideas – Regent DeHaan is making 5 faceless dolls with NSDU 1861 – 1865 embroidered on them for 
Congress.  There was a suggestion and discussion of a joint ‘garage sale’ for the July meeting.  Place to be 
announced.

Closing Ceremony – Prayer on page 3 of Ritual Book

Recite the NSDU Motto – in unison:  “Let Us Have Peace”

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. for luncheon and photos.
H. Werner, Recording Secretary, pro-tem

